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Tom ab.i' is one of Buffalo's most creative and clever
sougoriters — bat be downploys tie meaning of bis music,

MEANING
OF SUCCESS

Songwriter Tom Stahl
stirs the soul

with new song

HY ANTHONY VIOLANTI
Mews Critic

YErY ORCe il whihe i@ per-

former comes up with a

song that cin change a ca-

neer. 1 deserves to happen

try Toary Stk for the rack
“ape There Angels” off Tis new C0,
“Shut Tl and Sl Lhe Coffee”
Thae 500 somg i Lovered: with coe-
ticar, fearunng thoese s

gl dent's Bedvng oleteil Bene
v eperih, thoep e goike -‘ﬂli{."ru'u:* iR
Lgpestd' id cared srdeny dhoy ne pepre

burts'¥o freasure oeery inoment
from  ihe moment  of
Birthy cavse you kno atigels don
balong down bave 0w eaith.

“Whare faere ve augals, there i
bopefSo when your field pon fist
cerre 'l coper and the world arond
turrs colel aimed gray and your -
Bl far wap/Well don’? pout oo
angels ofon 1 adie.”

This is one of the best local
michs Tve heard in years. The Lt
time T was so moved by o song
was when the Goo Goo Dolls re-

i -

fewsed their breakthrough single,

“Narie” i 1995,
Are There Anpels” exudes a

| spiritual, melancholy qn.:lr:-_r witha

universal mressage. It's the kind of
remirksihie record that deserves 1o
be played on local eadio, even in o
tight broadcast-market ke Butfalo,

“Angels” would be perfect for a
country, pop or lipht vocal radic
Formuat. Stahd Bis provided Bofalo
racho with the rare opporunicy e
breale out a national hit from o Jo-
cal pecord,

Ir's about time local radio took
advantage of such an oppomunicy
because the song has the potential
to be a Top 36 hit But don’t bold
your breath wailing for that to hap-
P

S1ahl recently sang the song ar a
church service for a group of peo-
ple mourning the ogs of children.

“It was very beavy the way the

prople n:spnﬂ.d::dl.o the aong,” he
said. 71 think of #'a5 2" hedling!
song, and [ was touched by the e
action: They wanted me 10 talk af-
terward, but it was so emoticnal, l

i h,ad.toh:mﬂ: B

stahl is one of Bu.l'falo 5 maost
crelive a.na:l l:‘kM:r soltgwr'tlx:r.s —

bt he duwnplay& the mm;g of

i music

“IF yom Testen -:ard‘u!l!r. I don't
really say anything,” said Stahl,
who has heen singing and writing
for six years and recently rebeased
the €D “Shut Upand Smell the
Coffee,” Itavill be available at & re-
lease pargy Saturdiy at 7 pam. in
Mietzsohe's, 246 Allen 5t

Stahl, of course, is being nod-
et :

His sound is a robust combina-
tion of folk, rock and country, and
it enhances 2 wrting style that of-
fers hope dosed with some wide-
cyed cynicksm.

Consider the opening tmck on
liis €I, called “Shis Up.” |'s an an-
s for those Etmhng for music's
neNt big thing.

“And eperybody's listening for a
Frard new sound/If you want to
ﬁndatbem wor best ger our of
founr.  Luter, he adds dus Jyric: "3
o raad whar § wrote, then pon
read ofd news, ard T sowsd Mbe
Dvlern, Tile that could be beed, 1
rhar's edll yori e bmdﬂg ehire micki
yord e ey baud "

The new CH is the fourth of
Stubl's carcer and his first 0 nearty
tweo years. IS available ar Tom

*| Can Records, PO Box 417, Ham-

burg, NY. 14075 The Web ad-
dress i5: weww. hiphnow-
sys.comstahl 8




